Iconography Committee Featured Saint of The Week
Saint Iakovos of Evia
Canonized on November 27, 2017 
Commemorated on November 22
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		The Elder of Love, Forgiveness and Discernment
Saint Iakovos Tsakilis was born on May 5th 1920 in Levisi, Asia Minor.  His family was forced to leave their home during the 1922 Asia Minor Catastrophe.  While his father was held prisoner in Asia   Minor, he, his mother and two siblings came to Piraeus as refugees. The family was re-united in the village of Farakla on the island of Evia in 1925.
As a young boy St. Iakovos enjoyed praying and lighting the icon-lamps.  At the age of nine he saw and spoke to Saint Paraskevi in the village church that bore her name.  He was tonsured a monk at the Monastery of Saint David in 1951, where he was received in a miraculous manner by Saint David. (myocn.net).
St. Porphyrios said of the late Elder Iakovos, “Mark my words, he’s one of the most far-sighted people of our time, but hides it to avoid being praised.’’
St Iakovos lived for the Divine Liturgy, which he celebrated every day, with fear and trembling, dedicated, and literally elevated.  Young children and those with pure hearts saw him walking above the floor, or being served by holy angels. As he himself told a few people,  he served together with  the Cherubim , Seraphim and the Saints. During the Preparation, he saw angels of the Lord taking the portions of those being remembered and placing them before the throne of Christ, as prayers. When because of health problems he felt weak, he would pray before the start of the Divine Liturgy and say, “Lord, as a man I can’t, but help me to celebrate.” After that, he said, he celebrated “as if he had wings.”
He endured profound poverty while a monk, lacking essentials like shoes and proper winter clothing. His freezing cell had broken blinds and gaps through which cold wind and snow entered. He was often ill.  He also endured spiritual trials that he overcame by fasting, prayer and vigils.
A disciplined ascetic, he ate like a bird and slept on the ground, only two hours a night, dedicating himself to prayer.
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He foresaw his death.  On his last day on earth while he was confessing to an Athonite hierodeacon, he said, “Get up, son, The Mother of God, St. David, St. John the Russian and St. Iakovos have just come into the cell.’’ “What are they here for, Elder?” “To take me, son.”  At that very moment, his knees gave way and he collapsed. It was 4:17 in the afternoon on November 21, 1991 (orthochristian.com).  May Saint Iakovos intercede for us.

Apolytikion:
The model of discernment and modesty, the wonderworking leader of the Monastery of Venerable David, who plowed and sowed love in the hardened hearts of the God-bearing people, O Father Iakovos.  Do not neglect to intercede with Christ on behalf of those who call upon you in faith.
image1.jpeg
0 Me_
CVEXQPeITE

Mw\; Mlu‘vaikmams




image2.jpeg




