[image: ]On Sunday, January 13, 2019,
please join us for
The Annual Vasilopita Cutting &
The Unveiling of our Iconography Program with Sponsorship Opportunities
Nativity of Christ Icon
Commemorated on December 25
[bookmark: _GoBack] The Icon of the Nativity of Christ – is very rich in meaning. Its central depiction of Christ lying in a feeding trough (the manger) of animals. It is located in a cave, which has a black background. The Cave – The earth provides its gift to God: the cave in which animals were being sheltered during the cold winter months. In the cave – stable are two animals: a cow and a donkey. These represent the prophetic words of Isaiah: “The ox knows Its owner and the donkey its master’s crib; but Israel does not know. My people do not consider” (Isaiah1:3). The Star –The sky offers to God the star, the light of wisdom. This is a sign that Christ came for all people, because a star is seen by everyone and leads all men to Him. Some icons have three rays from the star representing the Trinity.  A Tree - represents the root of Jesse (the father of King David from which the promised Messiah, or Christ, will come). The Child – Jesus is shown wrapped in swaddling clothes. These signify His submission to human flesh, and also presage His death and burial for the sins of the world. Jesus will embrace every aspect of the human condition, from conception to death and even resurrection. The crib represents an altar, for He is the living Sacrifice for the sins of the world. The manger, a feeding trough for the animals, represents His crib, His church and His tomb. Mary – is in the center of the Icon, resting in a cave upon, and surrounded by, a red bedroll. This represents her seedless conception and her painless birth giving. She looks upon her new born Child, contemplating the great mystery wrought through her by the Holy Spirit. She prays for Him as His mother, and she prays to Him as the Mother of the human race. The Righteous Joseph – is depicted away from Jesus and the Theotokos, at the bottom of the icon. This is because he was not involved in the miracle of the incarnation of the Son of God, but he was the protector of Mary and Jesus. The old man speaking to him represents the devil bringing new doubts to Joseph. In the person of Joseph, the icon discloses not only his personal doubt, but the dilemma of all mankind, the difficulty of accepting that which is beyond reason: the Incarnation of God. The Angels – are glorifying God, tending to the action, and ministering. They announce the Good News to the shepherds, signing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, to men good will.” The Shepherds – are shown watching over their flocks “by night”. Just as the ewes were giving birth Mary gave birth to her Son Who is the true “Lamb of God.” The Magi – The shepherds were summoned by the angels to leave their flock at a critical time to go to Bethlehem to see a new-born Child. The Magi were drawn by a star to Bethlehem to see a new-born King. The Magi brought gifts: gold for the King, incense for a Priest, and myrrh for One to be placed in the grave. The Women – are shown in some Nativity icons in the lower portion. These women are midwives, indicating that Jesus was born in the normal way and would have needed washing, as a regular human baby would.

Apolytikion – Thy Nativity, O Christ, our God, hath shined the light of knowledge upon the world: for thereby they that worshipped the stars were instructed by the star to worship Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee, the dayspring from on high. O Lord, glory be to Thee.

Kontakion – Today, the Virgin bears Him who is transcendent, and the earth presents the cave to Him who is beyond reach. Angels, along with shepherds glorify Him. The Magi make their way to Him by a star. For a new child has been born for us, the God before all ages.
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