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St. Brigid of Ireland
February 1

[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/n65QL1V1PDocDm8-KdEkw1MQcxGIrzEs-NkU3YFMi9sAEu96qB5eG7NngYNsppfzPcfwN1ENDEB3NzYVm8Qxn1pqUn05toV_Gb1rT1tEeKh5kZVSedOCKBSzWtPDIozf2hx_lgOt]St. Brigid was born to a pagan chieftain and one of his Christian slaves. Named Brigid, perhaps to obtain the blessings of a pagan goddess, she eventually became a priestess of Brigid at a pagan sanctuary. While the events of Brigid’s conversion are unknown, she and her companions all accepted the Christian faith. They also formed the first religious community of Christian women in Ireland. Brigid converted the pagan sanctuary to a Christian shrine and transformed the ritual fire to one in honor of Christ.  She shared her wisdom with simplicity, weaving a small cross from rushes to explain the Passion. St. Brigid contributed greatly to the early growth of the Church in Ireland and she is interred with St. Patrick at Downpatrick. 
Apolytikion:
Having learned of things divine by the words of Patrick,
thou hast proclaimed in the West the good tidings of Christ.
Wherefore, we venerate thee, O Brigid,
and entreat thee to intercede with God that our souls be saved.
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