St. Matrona from Moscow
May 2

Saint Matrona the Wonderworker of Moscow
(1881 - May 2, 1952), is a renowned saint of the
Russian Orthodox Church who had the gift of spir-
itual vision and the gift of healing from early child-
hood. Her feast day is commemorated by the
Church on May 2, in both the Old and New Calen-
dar churches.

An account is preserved whereby St. John of Kron-
stadt, upon discerning the 14-year old Matrona
among a crowd of pilgrims that had come to see
him, asked everyone to step aside and let the girl
come through and approach him. As she walked

towards him he exclaimed: “Here is my successor,
the eighth pillar of Russia.” To this day no one can explain the significance of that
phrase spoken by him. However, the fact that Saint John of Kronstadt, known for
his gift of spiritual foresight, singled Matrona out in the crowd and sought to
converse with her, testifies to his having recognized the Holy seal on her, and

how she would serve Russia and the Russian people during the persecution of
the Church.

Apolytikion: Let us the faithful today praise blessed eldress Matrona made wise by
God; flower of the land of Tula and glorious adornment of the city of Moscow, for
whom daylight was unknown but who wast enlightened by the light of Christ and
enriched by the gifts of insight and healing: Thou wast a sojourner and wanderer
upon earth, but now in the heavenly chambers thou standest before the throne of
God and intercedest for our souls.
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