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The Nativity of the Venerable and Glorious Prophet,
 Forerunner and Baptist John
Commemorated on June 24

[image: C:\Users\Eva\Downloads\20181023_134259 (4).jpg]The Lord says, “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist” (Matthew 11:11).   The Prophet who surpassed all the Prophets was born of the aged and barren Elizabeth (Luke1:7) and filled all his kinsmen…with gladness and wonder.  But even more wondrous was that on the eighth day when he was circumcised and received his name, those around him called him Zacharias, the name of his father, who had been struck dumb nine months earlier when the Angel Gabriel appreared to him in the temple and told him of John’s imminent birth.  But his mother, Elizabeth said “Not so, he shall be called John.” By insisting on the name God chose for her son, Elizabeth affirms God has called John to a specific mission.  Since the child’s father was unable to speak, he was asked, by means of a sign, to indicate the child’s name. He then asked for a tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And immediately Zacharias’ mouth opened, his tongue was loosed after nine months of silence, and filled with the Holy Spirit, he blessed the God of Israel, Who had fulfilled the promises made to their fathers, and had visited them that were sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, and had sent to them the light of salvation.  Zacharias prophesied concerning the child also, saying that he would be a Prophet of the Most High and Forerunner of Jesus Christ.  And the child John, who was filled with grace, grew and waxed strong in the Spirit; and he was in the wilderness until the day of his showing to Israel (Luke 1:57-80).  His name is a variation of the Hebrew “Johanan,” which means “God is gracious.” Adapted from the Great Horologion. For more information on this Great Feast, please visit: orthochristian.com or goarch.org.
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